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Editorial
Welcome to Volume 4, Issue 2: A special COVID-19 issue. Firstly, let me apologise for its lateness. Our
intention was to publish very quickly, forgoing the usual peer-review process, in April, following the
model established by medical journals such as The Lancet, and New England Journal of Medicine
(Rubin et al., 2020). However, a couple of things occurred that meant that that didn’t happen; firstly, we
received fewer articles than we anticipated, and with hindsight that makes sense – our normal
contributors were the people responding to the crisis, and so had limited time on their hands for writing!
Secondly, we had a couple of papers that after being sent for initial editorial review, were considered
good enough to publish, but very likely to be improved by submitting to the full review process. We then
took the decision to review almost all the papers. Where they have not been, they will be marked at the
title page to show that.
As I mention above, many of our readers and contributors are very much involved in the response to
the pandemic, and in many ways the SAR world continues as normal – we still hear reports of heroism,
selflessness, creative adaption to new circumstances and a global commitment to improvement
development and functioning so that others may live. Of course, we also hear many of the same less
positive reports; the enduring issues around governance , legality, ethics and safety and this month
specifically, the misuse of drones.
But that brings me on to the main thrust of this editorial. There are many calls for us to build a better
world, as we come out of the pandemic – for environmental protections to be improved globally, for the
threat of climate change to be taken seriously and of course for the shameful inequalities and prejudices
faced by some of us to end. In short, there are many calls to see this pandemic as an opportunity to
heal our societies and our planet, to turn away from violence, prejudice and racism and to end our
destruction of the environment.
As scientists, and as those working in the humanitarian sector, I would say we are unlikely to find much
to argue with in those global statements – who wouldn’t want to live in a more peaceful, fairer and
healthier world?
However, that global sentiment can apply with equal resonance to our world. Few of us have been
entirely unchanged during the pandemic – emergency calls may or may not have dropped (it probably
depends on where you are) but they will very likely have changed in some way. We have seen training
via video, socially distanced searches and rescues and rapid changes in policy in response to a
complex, unseen and enigmatic disease.
“The new normal” to borrow a phrase from emergency planning, will look different for SAR teams, as it
will for everyone else. In the papers in this special issue, we see calls for action in almost every
submission – for more research, for changes to the way we work, for recognition of the challenges we
face in the work we do. So why not change our SAR world for the better?
Of course, any change does not need to be drastic, limiting or counter-productive. Why not use this new
normal, and the enforced break from normality to reconsider our status quo, with small positive steps.
This may be in the form of a statement about equality, or re-examining our recruitment. Are we as
representative as we could be, or should be? It may be in the form of an environmental assurance,
changing the use of fossil fuels or plastics in our work. It may be in the form of a move towards better
governance, turning away from the corruption and self-service that still exists in pockets.
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The COVID-19 pandemic is almost certainly not over, despite restrictions in some countries loosening.
Inevitably, this means more people will die, or have their lives changed severely in the short or long
term. There is a strong possibility that someone reading this will know someone who has contracted
the disease, and, devastatingly, some of us will have lost loved ones. COVID-19 has had a deadly toll
on all of our populations, let’s not waste what positives we may be able to take from the changes it
brings.

Dr Ian Greatbatch, FHEA, FRGS, MEPS, FICPEM
London, UK
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