
Volume 7, Issue 2, November 2024 
Pages 124-213 
ISSN 2230-5734 

  

 

 

i 
 

 

The Journal of Search and Rescue (JSAR) is an open access peer-reviewed electronic journal 
for the collation and distribution of original scholarly material on search and rescue (SAR). 
 
It is being supported by the in-kind work and contributions of the Editorial Board. There is still the 
need for a dedicated journal serving those with a direct interest in all disciplines of search and 
rescue including: rope rescue, water (flat, swift and marine), ice rescue, wilderness search and 
rescue, structural collapse rescue, trench collapse rescue, cave rescue, dive rescue, motor 
vehicle extrication, canine search, technical animal rescue, air rescue, search theory, search 
management, and mines rescue. JSAR exists to fulfil that need. 
 
Article submissions from these and other SAR disciplines are welcome. Launching this journal on 
the internet offers a relatively cost-effective means of sharing this invaluable content. It affords 
the prompt publication of articles and the dissemination of information to those with an interest in 
SAR. 
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endorses the views or opinions expressed in it. 
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Editorial 
 
Welcome to Issue 2 of the 7th Volume of the Journal of Search and Rescue, the second in this 
volume and this year. We are immensely proud of the role of the journal, being freely accessible 
and providing peer reviewed research and contributions. The contributions cover a wide variety 
of issues pertinent to search and rescue, reflecting the diversity of search and rescue operations 
which are rarely out of the news. 
 
As search and rescue professionals, we are acutely aware that time is critical during searches 
with a reliance on human searching alongside other resources and technologies. Searching of 
vast areas can present an array of challenges including communication, terrain and discerning 
relevant clues. Techniques to maximise best use of resource is essential and this edition presents 
two articles which can contribute to this discourse. 
 
Our first is an article on a voice calling dedication algorithm. This presents an interesting tool that 
could be considered to maximise efficiency when searching and can be adopted with minimal 
requirements for additional resources. We also bring research that considers the impact that 
knowledge on the missing person’s footwear may bring to a search. This could potentially further 
assist efficiency of a search with practical application. This author provides an invite opportunity 
to contribute data to further study. 
The second part of our edition is a technical case study. This piece provides a comprehensive 
explanation on the use of wedge bolts including their use and considerations of the danger of 
misuse. 
 
We finish this edition with a letter to the editor. This covers water rescue which is a skill undertaken 
within many search and rescue operations. Water presents its own challenges, and this letter 
discusses where there is potential for improving the effectiveness of water rescue operations. 
 
We hope you find this issue useful and interesting; the journal will continue to publish robust 
research to develop the knowledge base in this area and welcomes submissions from authors. 
 
 
Linda Wyatt,  
Editor 


